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MUR#_4124 Complaint Against .^^^ 
Ron Weiser and the Michigan Republican State CTiMnile 

-and- ZOIO APR 20 AM 8:59 
Michael Steele and the Republican National(Ĵ ĝ ttS$ 

-and- COUNSEL̂ ''*'' 
Albert and Paula Berriz, Gaylen Byker, Thomas and Vicki Celani, 

Michael and Kellie Ferrantino, Michael and Susan Jandemoa, John 
and Nancy Kennedy, Robert and Joyce Lynas, William Parfet, Robert 

Thompson, and William and Vivenne Young 
For Soliciting, Contributing and/or Receiving 

Excessive Contributions In Violation of the Federal 
Election Campaign Act 

upon infonnatiiin and belief, Ron Weiser [hereinafter "Weiser"] and tfae Michigan Rq)ublican State 
Committee [hereinafter "MRP"], both of 520 Seymour St., Lansiqg, MI, 48933 together with Michael Steele 
[hereinafter "Steele"] and tfae Rqniblican National Conmiittee [hereinafler "RNC"], botfa of 310 Fust Street, S.E., 
Washington, D.C, 20003 faave knowingly and willfully violated the Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA) by 
soliciting ami receiving individual contributions wfaich exceed tfae limits set forth in tfae FECA. 

Upon inibrmation and belief Albert and Paula Beniz of Ann Aibor, MI 48104, 
Gaylen B̂ rer of Grand Rapids, MI 49S46, Thomas and Yield Celani of 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302, Michael and Kellie Femmtino of Plymoutfa, MI 
48170, Michael and Susan Jandemoa of West Olive, MI A9A60, Jofan and Nancy 
Kennedy of , Kentwdod, MI 49S12, Robert and Joyce Lynas of 
Spring Lake, MI 494S6, William Paifet of Hickoiy Comera, MI 49060, Robert Tfaompson 
of P.O. Box 6349, Plymoutfa, MI 48170, and William and Vivieme Young of Ypsilanti, 
MI 48198 [hereinafter collectively fhe "ccmtributOEB"] knowingly and willfully violated tfae FECA by making 
contributions which exceed the limits set forth in fhe FECA. 

I. 

A. The Scheme To Evade Federal Tl'r«i'y''w! f̂ n̂ 'h'!̂ "̂  ^F"'^ To Tfae MRP 

On A|nil 7, 2010 an article in Tfae Dailv Caller (conqplete copy attacfaed) set forth tfae following 
relevant focts: 

"Tfae Republican National Committee at tfae end of last year struck a deal with tfae Micfaigan Republican 
Party tfaat if tfae state party couU raise wfaat turned out to be a half a milUon dollars fbr Ifae 
dcmors, tfae committee would immedi atdy give foe money back, in a scheme apparently devised to increase 
tfae RNCB 2009 fundraising numbers. 

"R waa a known secret tfaat a deal faad been strack on foe topic»" a foimer RNC ofiBdal confimed to Hie 
DaUyCaller. 

"I tfaink the benefit to them was Ifaem getting guaranteed money," tfae source said of foe Michigan GOP, 
"and the benefit to foe RNC was getting hig^ fundrsising numbers." 



The allegations appear to be backed up by FEC reports: Fifteen donors fix>m Micfaigan maxed out foeir 
donations to tfae conunittee on a single day - Dec. 31 - tfae last day of 2009 - giving $456,000 to foe 
committee. Over foe next two months, $500,000 was disbursed back from foe RNC's coffers to those of foe 
Michigan Republican Party, wifo $250,000 given in January and another $250,000 disbursed in February. 

Asked foe motivation for the individual contributors to donate to the Miehifym Party through the RNC. foe 
oflRcial said by doing so. "tfaev would be sble to give more monev to tfae Micfaigan state partv than the 
federal limit of IQk." 

[RNC Chauman Micfaael] Steele and Ken McKay, who just on Monday resigned finm the committee 
^ following reports by The Daily Caller of money spent at a risqii6 nig)it club, were behind the deal wifo 
m Micfaigan party chair Ron Weiser." 
CO 

rsj (emphasis added) 
rvi B. The Contribution History of The Contributarg 
'ST 
^ Upon information and belief the contribution history ofthe seventeen (17) contributors (as set forth 
O in foe public records of fhe FEC) reinforces foe conclusion tfaat fois was an illegal scheme to evade and 

exceed the $10,000 annual mdividual lunit on contributions to foe federal account of foe MRP. 
rni 

At least five (5) of foese conlributorB (Paula Berriz, Vidd Celani, Kellie Ferrantino, Nancy 
Kennedy and William Parfet) faad BSSS, given the annual maximum to foe RN(3. Indeed, at least four (4) of 
them (Berriz, Celani, Kennedy and Parfet) had never even contributed to the RNC at all. Many of foe otfaer 
contributors had only occasionally "maxed out" to foe RNC. 

Despite this historical pattern, suddenly and collectively on December 23 and 31,2009 all of tfaese 
oontrfoutOTB maxed out to the RNC, wfaicfa tfaen promptly sent nearly foe total contributions received -
$500,000 - back to foe MRP. 

n. Relief Sought 

Weiser, MRP, Steele, RNC and tfae contributors sfaould be found to faave knowuigly and willfully violated 
ffae FECA by soliciting, contributing and/or receiving excessive contributions. 

Respeptfiilliyifomitted, 

Mark Brewer, Cfaaur 
Michigan Democratic Party 
606 Townsend 
Lansing, MI 48933 
517/371-5410 

Signed and swom to befine me. 

JMMCewiHliM 
MiSfPuusnaEOPii 

wn «lllBil00llinraF3ln^H^in. 
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Former RNC ofBcial: Steele struck a 

I deal with Michigan GOP to increase 
Oi 

^ fundraising numbers, possibly to 
z circumvent federal funding limits 

Bv Alex Faunas — The Daav Caller 04/07/10 at 2:19 AM 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Into the RNC coffers, and back out again. 

The Republican National Committee at tfae end of last year struck a deal with the 
Michigan Republican Party that if tfae state party could raise wfaat tumed out to be a 
faalf a million dollars for the RNC fixrni its donors, tiie committee would immediately 
give the money back, in a scfaeme apparently devised to increase the RNC's 2009 
fundraising munbers. 

ht5)://dailycdler.com/2010/04/07/fonner-mcK)flficial-steele-st̂  4/7/2010 
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'*It was a known secret tfaat a deal had been struck on fhe topic," a fonner RNC official 
confirmed to The Daily Caller. 

''I tfaink tfae benefit to tfaem was tfaem getting guaranteed money," tfae source said of tfae 
Micfaigan GOP, "and tfae benefit to ffae RNC was getting faigiher fundraising numbers." 

RNC spokesman Doug Heye, contacted by a reporter Tuesday aftemoon, did not 
comment. 

Tfae allegations appear to be backed up by FEC reports: Fifteen donors fiiom Micfaigan 
^ maxed out tfaeir donations to ffae committee on a single day —̂ Dec. 31 — fhe last day of 
^ 2009 — giving $456,000 to fhe committee. Over tfae next two months, $500,000 was 
^ disbursed back fi:om fhe RNC's coffers to those of fhe Micfaigan Republican Party, with 
•(7 $250,000 given in January and anotfaer $250,000 disbursed in February. 

Ĉfaairman Micfaael Steele has boasted bringing in over $90 million dollars since fais 
''̂ term as cfaairman began in 2009. Micfaigan state law allows individuals to donate an 

unlimited amount to political parties, ffaougfa contributors wfao give to ffae party are 
subjected to federal campaign laws tiiat restrict spending on federal races to $10,000 
per year, per individual. 

Asked ffae motivation for ffae individual contributors to donate to ffae Micfaigan Party 
fbrougfa tiie RNC, ffae official said by doing so, *ffaey would be able to give more 
money to ffae Micfaigan state party than tfae federal limit of 10k." Calls by Tfae Daily 
Caller to tiie individual contributors were eitiier not retumed, or fhe donor refused to 
comment. 

Steele and Ken McKay, wfao just on Monday resigned 6om ffae committee following 
reports by The Daily Caller of money spent at a risqui nigffat club, were befaind tfae deal 
wiffa Micfaigan party cfaau: Ron Weiser. 

The Daily Caller reached out to McKay, wfao did not retum calls and emails asking for 
comment. But Weiser, througifa a spokeswoman, denied any sort of deal faaving been 
brokered, saying by email tiiat, "Micfaigan donors have a long history of contributing to 
fhe RNC and the WAC has a long history of supporting Micfaigan GOP efforts." 

*The claim that there was some deal between tiie RNC and tfae MI GOP is patentiy 
false," said Jennifer Hoff, dû ctor of communications for tiie Michigan Republican 

ht̂ ://dailycaUer.com/2010/04/07/former-mc-ofiBcial-steele-struck-a-deal-wit... 4/7/2010 
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Party. "Enemies of Cfaairman Steele can make up all sorts of stories and tiiere are 
plenty in tfae press wfao faave an interest in peddling sensations." 

No state came close to reacfaing ffae faalf a million dollars disbursed back to tfae 
Micfaigan GOP over ffae following two months. Michigan received by far tfae most 
disbursed money of all states over Januaiy and February, followed by Delaware, 
$129,800 (including in-kind equipment); Oregon, $75,000; Colorado, $66,500; 
Massacfausetts, $42,000; and Mississippi, $15,000. 

Nl 
C9 

Out of fhe 28 donors across fhe country wfao in December contributed to ffae RNC 
Nl $30,400 — or fhe maximum amount that can be contributed to fhe committee under law 
^ — all but five had Michigan addresses. 
o> 
^ The arrangement was not discussed with the committee's finance director or fhe 
<7 political dfaector, fhe ofiicial said, otiier tiian Steele's office saying, "*tfais is faappening, 
2 prepare your budgets accordingly.' 919 

''It angered people mostiy tfaat fhe chairman's office would say, 'this is faappening,' 
almost, 'deal wiffa it.' Tfaey were not consulted on whether Micfaigan was wortfay of tiiat 
money," ffae official said of botfa tiie committee's political and finance departments 
upon faearing tfae deal was arranged witiiout tiieir consent. 

"People were not liappy about it. Tfae department faeads in tfae know were not faappy 
about it." 

Hoff said sfae is unaware of any specific December fundraising events tfaat could've 
also explained ffae large donations 6om Micfaigan donors. Sfae did, faowever, say tfaat, 
"many large donors at year-end make decisions on wfaere to invest to make cfaange 
faappen." 

"Following Cfaairman Steele's visit to Micfaigan in tiie summer as well as major GOP 
victories in Virginia, New Jersey and tiie state special senate election in Michigan, 
people were excited to help tum tfae tide and are looking fi>r tfae RNC to make a big 
difference in Micfaigan tiiis November," Hoff said by email. 

But wfaile a competitive govemor's election is set for November, neitiier of the state's 
senators is up for election in 2010. Asked tfae reason wfay Micfaigan received tfae most 
money of tfae states, Hoff said ui an email that it is because tiie state GOP began tiieu: 

fatQ>://dailycaller.com/2010/04/07/fonner-mc-o£ficid-steele-stmck-a-ded^ 4/7/2010 
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victory program "earlier than any otfaer state in ffae country." Sfae did not retum 
additional inquiries into fhe specifics of ffae money spent. 

Micfaigan's August primaries are later tiian other states, and fhe fimds came wfaen all 
eyes were on another election in anotfaer state. Wfaen $250,000 was disbursed to 
Micfaigan in Januaiy — tfae same montii of ffae competitive Massacfausetts senate 
special election — fhe Massachusetts GOP only received $42,000. 

UPDATE: The RNC announced its fundraising numbers for March 2010 on 
CO Wednesday, claiming to have raised $11.4 million, a record faigfa for a mid-cycle 

Marcfa. Tfae RNC faas $11.3 million casfa-on-faand and no debt, according to a release. 
fM 

?! Email Alex Pappas and follow faun on Twitter 

P Article printed from Tfae Daily Caller - Breaking News, Opinion, Researcfa, and 
<H Entertainment: http://dailycaller.com 
f ^ 
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